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Bureaucracy 

Bureaucracy is crucial to understanding the essence of the politico-social and economic 

dimensions, from modernity to present day. Since Max Weber’s fundamental analyses, the 

philosophical and political research has identified the bureaucratic administrative system as the 

defining trait of the modern state. While the proliferation of material props has made possible the 

reinforcement of the bureaucratic apparatus, their virtualization has engendered the exponential 

growth of bureaucratic structures, to the point that it has become difficult, if not impossible, to 

find aspects of human life that have been left untouched by bureaucracy.  

Bureaucracy has overstepped its original function of issuing norms and regulations, by asserting 

itself as an autonomous sphere of meaning, a highly ramified and yet intangible one – so much so 

that, by virtue of its increasing autonomy, it seems destined to become reality itself. In this light, 

anthropologist David Graeber’s opinion that “nowadays nobody talks much about bureaucracy” 

takes on an almost paradoxical quality.  

In what way has philosophy reflected on the bureaucratization of life? Is it possible to achieve a 

description of the bureaucratization of politics that is not merely historical? Is it possible to detect 

an original and autonomous structure of bureaucracy? Is a totally negative conception of the 

bureaucratization of politics legitimate or does bureaucracy fulfill a fundamental role in society? 

What does a life look like that is in the grip of bureaucratic administration? What kind of power 

does the bureaucratic apparatus exert? Are there structural analogies between bureaucracy and 

religion? In what way does the digitalization of bureaucratic relations induce a rethinking of the 

classic categories of social ontology? 

The theme of the next issue of “Filosofia” is intended to provoke a wide variety of topics and 

approaches, which include but are not limited to the following:  



 Bureaucracy as an interdisciplinary issue, encompassing anthropology, sociology, psychology, 

economics 

 Social ontology and bureaucracy 

 Bureaucracy in the figural arts and in literature 

 Metaphysical and theological aspects of bureaucracy 

 The relationship between bureaucracy and capitalism 

 Bureaucracy and economic thought 

 Historico-philosophical reconstructions of bureaucracy 

 Bureaucracy as a fundamental experience of modernity 

 Bureaucracy in contemporary political philosophy 

 The relationship between life and bureaucracy 

 Non-bureaucratic organizational models 

 Revolts and practices of resistance 

 

  

“Filosofia” accepts submissions in Italian or English. The articles should comply with following 

norms: 

 
http://mimesisedizioni.it/riviste/filosofia.html 

 

All contributions will be blindly peer-reviewed by two referees. Authors will be notified of the 

result  of the selection and will receive a detailed referee report on their contribution. 

 
Deadline for submission is March 15, 2017. 
 
 
 

HOW TO SUBMIT YOUR CONTRIBUTION 

 
All submissions should be sent to the following address 

 

redazionefilosofia.dfe@unito.it 

 
Each contribution should include: 

http://mimesisedizioni.it/riviste/filosofia.html
mailto:redazionefilosofia.dfe@unito.it


 
• one .doc file (no pdf et alia) intended for a blind referee. The text should be anonymous 

and preceded by an abstract in English of no more than 150 words; 

• a .doc file intended for the editorial board, which should include the author’s name, 

academic affiliation and an e-mail address. 

 
All files should not exceed 50000 characters (including spaces and footnotes). 
 

 
For further information please contact: 

 

redazionefilosofia.dfe@unito.it 
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